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health of the workmen, and the interest of the pro-
prietors, and considering* that in paintwork it can choose
between two substances, the one almost harmless, the
other constituting1 a violent poison, has adopted the two
following" propositions :
" i. The use of white zinc, to the exclusion of white
lead, shall be specified in all paintwork.
"2. The Commission renews the resolution, which it
passed in 1880, as to the exclusion of white lead in
public works."
A platonic resolution, alas, since recalled to mind, ten
years after it was first passed ; it had not then had
perceptible results, and during* a fresh period of ten
years was almost forgotten by the authorities, until the
campaign commenced in 1900 to 1901, which, in spite of
its vigour, was destined to last for an equal period of
time, as it did not terminate until after nine and a half
years of unceasing efforts.
This campaig-n, the most energetic that was ever
conducted, was begun, first of all, by some short news-
paper articles, then came into better shape by lectures
from eminent and official medical men.
i. Dr. Bremond, the 26th November 1900, at the
Muse"e Social, where he exclaimed, il Let the Corpora-
tion of Painters assemble, let it decide out of respect
for human life to interdict, absolutely, every one of its
members from handling" white lead, and master painters
will be forced to give up the paint that kills. This strike,
declared in the name of hygiene, is bound to close two or
three factories, in which the rats, themselves, are not safe,
and where Professor Grisolle desired to send convicts."